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Course Syllabus 
 

Master of School Leadership 
 
Course Number: MED 6490 
 
Course Title:  Education, Ethics and the Law 
 
Faculty Contact:                        
 
Course Description:  This course explores legal and ethical issues that arise in elementary and 
secondary schools. It provides school leaders with the knowledge necessary to understand and 
prevent legal problems, and helps school leaders think through questions of educational policy 
and ethics that legal diÓÐÕÔÅÓ ÒÁÉÓÅ ÂÕÔ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÒÅÓÏÌÖÅȢ 4ÏÐÉÃÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÌÉÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ ÉÎÊÕÒÙȟ ÄÕÅ 
process, search and seizure, staff appraisal, employment discrimination, church/state conflicts, 
control over the curriculum, the expression of controversial views, legal and ethical issues related 
ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÎÁÎÃÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÁÄÅÑÕÁÃÙ ÏÆ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÆÉÎÁÎÃÅ ÐÌÁÎÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓȭ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ 
rules governing student and teacher conduct. The course also reviews legal/ethical issues related 
to equal opportunity, including: school desegregation, bilingual education, sexual discrimination 
and harassment, privacy issues, affirmative action, and the education of exceptional children. 
 
Minimum Time Requirements (in clock hours):  

Teacher Led Instruction SEA Fieldwork/Clinical Lab External Learning 

35 5 0 0 70 
 

College Education Program Attributes 
The manner in which we prepare educational personnel is informed by eight essential 
attributes: 
 

1. ensuring that programs are knowledge-based; 
2. viewing educational personnel as learners, including a focus on deconstructing past 

experiences as learners in coursework and field experiences and developing appropriate 
knowledge of the content and discourse of the disciplines to be taught; 

3. contextual and cultural sensitivity; 
4. facilitating inquir
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http://www.wilmu.edu/education/school-leadership-master.aspx
http://3fl71l2qoj4l3y6ep2tqpwra.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/NELP-Building-Standards.pdf
https://www.iste.org/standards/for-administrators
http://www.wilmu.edu/academics/competencies.aspx#graduate
http://www.wilmu.edu/academics/competencies.aspx#graduate
https://www.doe.k12.de.us/Page/3752
https://www.nassp.org/policy-advocacy-center/nassp-position-statements/ethics-for-school-leaders/
http://aasa.org/content.aspx?id=1390
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https://education.findlaw.com/
http://www.educationlaw.org/
http://www.hg.org/edu.html
http://www.ada.gov/cguide.htm
http://www.wrightslaw.com/
http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/placpub.html
http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/placpub.html
http://www.ljx.com/
http://lawinfo.com/legal_research/legal_research_invds.hotml
http://www.lawinfo.com/links/federal/constitution.html
http://www.law.emory.edu/FEDERAL/
http://thomas.loc.gov/
http://law.house.gov/80/cfr.htm
http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/aces/aaces002.html
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Virginia Tech Library: http://www.refserver.lib.vt.edu/refhtmn/subjects/law.html       
 
Chicago-Kent College of Law http://www.kentlaw.edu  
 
Columbia http://www.columbia.edu/cu/academics.html  
 
Cornell Law School http://www.law.cornell.edu  
 
Emory Law Library Electronic Reference Desk 
http://www.law.emory.edu/LAW/refdesk/reference/legal  
 
Indiana University School of Law http://www.law.indiana.edu/law/research/lindiana/html  
 
Loyola Law School http://www.law.lmu.edu   
 
Texas Tech University ɀ Southwest Bank Web http://bankweb.ttu.edu  
 
The Legal Information Institute at Cornell Law School 
http://www.law.cornell.edu/statutes.html#state  
 
University of California ɀ Berkeley http://www.berkeley.edu  
 
University of California ɀ Davis http://www.ucdavis.edu  
 
University of California ɀ Hastings College of Law http://www.uchastings.edu  
 
University of California ɀ Los Angeles http://www.law.ucla.edu  
 
University of Texas School of Law http://tarlton.law.utexas.edu/library/library.html  
 
University of Southern California http://www.usc.edu/dept/law-lib  
 
Villanova http://www.law.vill.edu  
 
 

http://www.refserver.lib.vt.edu/refhtmn/subjects/law.html
http://www.kentlaw.edu/
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/academics.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/
http://www.law.emory.edu/LAW/refdesk/reference/legal
http://www.law.indiana.edu/law/research/lindiana/html
http://www.law.lmu.edu/
http://bankweb.ttu.edu/
http://www.law.cornell.edu/statutes.html#state
http://www.berkeley.edu/
http://www.ucdavis.edu/
http://www.uchastings.edu/
http://www.law.ucla.edu/
http://tarlton.law.utexas.edu/library/library.html
http://www.usc.edu/dept/law-lib
http://www.law.vill.edu/

