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Candidates will explore brain-based reading strategies for teaching and learning. The 
course focuses upon designing instruction and assessment strategies that capitalize on 
brain-based research.  
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The manner in which we prepare educators is informed by eight essential attributes: 
1. Ensuring That Programs Are Knowledge-Based; 
2. Viewing Educators As Learners, Including A Focus On Deconstructing Past 

Experiences As Learners In Coursework And Field Experiences And 
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Frayer Model for the word "learning". Then you will comment on at least two 
other's wiki's. 

• ;%.'-45'"(%)6%3)2%&6&,$,%')](4-%6#: Candidates will complete a daily activity 
journal over the course of a week for one student. The journal will include a 
description of the activity and the intensity of the activity. Also, a brief narrative 
of each day will also be included with the journal. (Please refer to the rubric for 
more information about the requirements and scoring.) 

• ^,-9)<(-')6%3)?,1"%"'"(%)D,.': Rank and define verbs. Then comment on the 
discussion board. 

• N70.)(1)7-6"%876.,3)M,6-%"%&: Candidates will collaborate to complete the 
ABCs of Brain-Based Learning. This is based off of the website, 
http://personal.ashland.edu/dkommer/ABCs%20of%20BBL.pdf.  

TS 2^NM*ND2?)N<<;Y=>2=D)1(-)R:[Y:N>)0[>R2D2=0\)<'6%36-3)AS)
04--"54#4$)6%3);%.'-45'"(%F)Brain-Based	Learning	Strategies	Literacy	Unit)
Candidate will design a literacy unit for centers based on brain-based compatible 
curriculum. (See rubric for assignment directions.) 
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Design a classroom literacy-rich learning environment plan designed along five 
dimensions—Social, Personal/Cultural, Emotional/Physiological, Cognitive, and 
Knowledge building. (See rubric for assignment directions.)  
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Discussion Boards (10) 50 points 
Introductory Presentation 4 points 
Reading and Writing Connections (2) * 24 points 
Literature Circle Reflection Journals * 12 points 
Frayer Model of Learning  * 64points 
Instruction and Engagement Journal * 16 points 
Verb Sort and Definition Test * 2 points 
ABCs of Brain-Based Learning * 10 points 
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curricula; design, adapt, implement, and evaluate instructional approaches and materials 
to provide a coherent, integrated and motivating literacy program. 

• Select and implement instructional approaches based on evidence-based rationale, 
student needs, and purposes for instruction. (Element 2.2) 
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Candidates apply knowledge of learner development and learning differences to create a 
positive, literacy-rich learning environment anchored in digital and print literacies. 

• Arrange their classrooms to provide easy access to books, other instructional 
materials, and specific areas designed for a variety of individual, small-group, and 
whole-class activities. (Element 5.1, 5.2) 

• Modify the arrangements to accommodate students' changing needs. (Element 
5.1, 5.2) 

• Create and use routines to support instructional and social goals (e.g., regular 
steps for sharing and responding to stories, formats for reporting, and efficient 
transitions among activities, spaces, and online resources). (Element 5.3, 5.4) 

• Model and scaffold procedures, so students learn to work effectively in a variety 
of classroom configurations and activities. (Element 5.4) 

 
!,,J)V. 
;MN)<'6%36-3)AF)04--"54#4$)N%3);%.'-45'"(%)
Candidates apply foundational knowledge to critically examine pre-K/primary literacy 
curricula; design, adapt, implement, and evaluate instructional approaches and materials 
to provide a coherent, integrated and motivating literacy program. 

• 
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end-of-unit authentic assessment that the students will complete to assess their 
learning. The assessment needs to be rooted in brain-based learning.  

 
AS 2^NM*ND2?)N<<;Y=>2=D)1(-)R:[Y:N>)0[>R2D2=0\)<'6%36-3)
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Design a classroom literacy-rich learning environment plan designed along five 
dimensions—Social, Personal/Cultural, Emotional/Physiological, Cognitive, and 
Knowledge building. 

Directions 
1. Design a classroom literacy-rich learning environment plan designed along five 

dimensions—Social, Personal/Cultural, Emotional/Physiological, Cognitive, and 
Knowledge building (i.e., Design a positive, literacy-rich learning environment 
anchored in digital and print literacies/texts and experiences to effectively 
differentiate and enhance students’ language, literacy, incorporates safe and 
appropriate ways to use digital technologies in literacy and language learning 
experiences, physical and social literacy-rich environments that use routines and 
variety of grouping configurations for independent and collaborative learning, 
brain-based learning strategies that support the learner and encourages 
metacognitive conversations about learning (i.e., create a positive, literacy-rich 
learning environment anchored in digital and print literacies/texts and experiences 
to effectively differentiate and enhance students’ language, literacy, incorporates 
safe and appropriate ways to use digital technologies in literacy and language 
learning experiences, physical and social literacy-rich environments that use 
routines and variety of grouping configurations for independent and collaborative 
learning, brain-based learning strategies that support the learner and encourages 
metacognitive conversations about learning). 

2. Write a rationale that supports evidence-based practices for each of the five 
dimensions of the literate classroom and provides an explanation of how the 
literacy-rich learning environment digital and print literacies/texts and 
experiences are aligned with state standards at grade level, and incorporates what 
we’ve learned about Brain-based strategies that enhance learning focused on how 
students learn best.  

3. An expectation for the assignment is that the candidate will produce a creative 
innovation plan that is research-based, supported with appropriate citations to 
support the research practices, and reflects the candidates knowledge and 
experience to design a positive literacy-rich learning environment.  

4. Read the rubric language to understand the criteria for each performance 
indicator.  

5. You may find your weekly summary organizer and the outline provided here 
helpful.  
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Federal guidelines related to financial aid and veteran’s benefits require that 

attendance be taken each week that the course is in session.  This applies to all students, 
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all courses and all course formats, even those that do not meet face-to-face or on a 
regular basis. 

Students are expected to attend every class session, whether face-to-face or 
online. In the College of Education, faculty must approve all requests for absences that are 
exceptions to this policy. Vacations are not considered legitimate reasons for missing 
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Palmer, R.G., & Stewart, R.A. (2005). Models for using nonfiction in the primary 

grades. The Reading Teacher, 58, 426-435. 

Reid, S.E. (2002). Book bridges for ESL students: Using young adult and children’s 

literature to teach ESL. Lanham, MD: Scarecrow Press. 

Saracho, O. N. (2017). Literacy and language: new developments in research, theory 

and practice. Early Child Development and Care,187 (3-4). 
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interests.  
• Measurable 

standards need 
to be identified 

• The unit needs 
to focus on 
general and 
discipline-
specific literacy 
processes 

• The evaluation 
methods needs 
better 
alignment.  

• The 
instructional 
unit is 
incomplete and 
incorrect. 

 

differentiated and 
responsive to student 
interests. The curriculum 
is a company-based 
curriculum used by the 
district, not a unique, 
curriculum designed by 
the candidate. 
• The instructional 

unit aligns with 
applicable P-12 
standards that focus 
on measurable, 
targeted 
performances. 

• The instructional 
unit provides does 
not include 
evidence-based 
practices for basic 
five independent 
lessons that 
incorporate five 
curricular elements 
associated with a 
brain-compatible 
curriculum (Social 
Fluency, Personal 
Development, 
Artistic Expression, 
Information 
Literacy, and 
Scientific Inquiry). 

 

responsive to student 
interests.  
• The instructional 

unit has acceptable 
P-12 standards. 

• The instructional 
unit provides basic 
information on five 
independent 
lessons that 
incorporate five 
curricular elements 
associated with a 
brain-compatible 
curriculum (Social 
Fluency, Personal 
Development, 
Artistic 
Expression, 
Information 
Literacy, and 
Scientific Inquiry). 

• The assessment is 
present. 

• The instructional 
unit aligns with 
applicable P-12 
standards that focus 
on measurable, 
targeted 
performances. 

• The instructional 
unit provides 
information about 
five independent 
lessons that 
incorporate five 
curricular elements 
associated with a 
brain-compatible 
curriculum (Social 
Fluency, Personal 
Development, 
Artistic Expression, 
Information 
Literacy, and 
Scientific Inquiry). 

• There is an 
assessment.  

differentiated and 
responsive to student 
interests.  
• The instructional 

unit aligns with 
applicable P-12 
standards that focus 
on measurable, 
targeted 
performances. 

• The instructional 
unit focuses on 
general and 
discipline-specific 
literacy processes. 

• The instructional 
unit provides an 
evaluation method 
rooted in brain-based 
learning: five 
independent lessons 
that incorporate five 
curricular elements 
associated with a 
brain-compatible 
curriculum (Social 
Fluency, Personal 
Development, 
Artistic Expression, 
Information 
Literacy, and 
Scientific Inquiry). 
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+626/0=(KL4/1:M(Assignment	for	Program	Competency	Standard	2:	Curriculum	and	Instruction:	./0123.0567($60/2128()9/0968165(
$196/0:;(%219	

 
Directions: 

1. Create a five-day literacy 
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STANDARD 5 RUBRICS: Learners and the Literacy Environment: Literate Environment Plan 

COURSE:  MRD 6203  TITLE:  Brain-based Reading Instruction 
 
Program Competency Standard 5: Learners and the Literacy Environment 
Create a Literacy-rich Learning Environment Plan, supported by Brain-based learning strategies    
 
Graduation Competency: 3. Disciplined Inquiry 
 
EVALUATED ASSIGNMENT: Brain-based Literacy Environment Plan 

1. Design a classroom literacy-rich learning environment plan designed along five dimensions

!
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Candidates apply 
knowledge of learner 
development and learning 
differences to create a 
positive, literacy-rich 
learning environment 
anchored in digital and 
print literacies. 
 

• The candidate does not 
provide a literacy-rich 
learning environment 
plan that is 
developmentally 
appropriate for (a) 
learner development, 
and (b) learning 
differences (i.e., 
incorporates a variety 
of differentiated 
instructional strategies 
to meet a wide range 
of abilities and needs)
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original and 
innovation curriculum 
plan.)  

• Basic Explanations of 
the evidence-based 
strategies of the 
various learning 
environments are 
provided. 

needed (i.e., school 
district curriculum 
has been submitted 
rather than an 
original and 
innovation 
curriculum plan.)  

• Explanations of the 
evidence-based 
strategies of the 
various learning 
environments are 
provided. 

 

evidence-based 
strategies of the 
various learning 
environments are 
provided. 

 

evidence-based strategies 
for the following 
dimensions: (i.e., social, 
personal/cultural, 
emotional/physiological, 
cognitive, and knowledge 
building) are 
comprehensive, accurate, 
and research-based with 
appropriate APA 
citations that support the 
research.  
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Program Competency Standard 5: Learners and the Literacy Environment 
6. Design a classroom literacy-rich learning environment plan designed along five dimensions—Social, Personal/Cultural, 

Emotional/Physiological, Cognitive, and Knowledge building (i.e., Design a positive, literacy-rich learning environment 
anchored in digital and print literacies/texts and experiences to effectively differentiate and enhance students’ language, 
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ii. Two 
iii. Three 

b. Brain-based principals to support student learning 
i. One 

ii. 
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*INSTRUCTORS:  You may wish to use this rubric with candidates. Results tsuse 
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Dimension 
 
 
Education plan and 
instructional strategies 
reflect a literate environ-
ment focused on the 
Emotional/Physiological 
dimension and draws on 
Brain-based strategies to 
enhance student learning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

not reflect a literate 
environment in the 
Emotional/Physiological 
dimension and is not 
reflective of brain-based 
principles. 

reflects a positive literate 
environment focused on the 
Emotional/Physiological 
dimension but which is not 
reflective of brain-based 
principles 
 
OR 
Candidate creates an 
educational plan which 
does not reflect a literate 
environment focused on the 
focused on the 
Emotional/Physiological 
dimension but is reflective 
of brain-based principles in 
these areas 
 

reflects a literate 
environment with at least 
two identified, evidence-
based practices focused on 
Emotional/Physiological 
dimension. Candidate 
provides brain-based 
research and rationale for 
implementing a minimum 
of two identified, brain-
based principles in the 
Emotional/Physiological 
dimension. 

reflects a literate 
environment with at least 
three identified, evidence-
based practices focused on 
Emotional/Physiological 
dimension. Candidate 
provides brain-based 
research and rationale for 
implementing a minimum 
of three identified, brain-
based principles in the 
Emotional/Physiological 
dimension. 

reflects a literate 
environment with at least 
three identified, evidence-
based practices focused on 
Personal/Cultural 
dimension. Candidate 
provides brain-based 
research and rationale for 
implementing a minimum 
of three identified, brain-
based principles in the 
Personal/Cultural 
dimension. 
 
Candidate provides specific 
examples relating to the 
educational plan. 

COGNITIVE Dimension 
 
Education plan and 
instructional strategies 
reflect a literate environ-
ment focused on the 
Cognitive dimension and 
draws on Brain-based 
strategies to enhance student 
learning 
 
 

Candidate creates an 
educational plan that does 
not reflect a literate 
environment in the 
Cognitive dimension and is 
not reflective of brain-
based principles. 

Candidate creates an 
educational plan which 
reflects a positive literate 
environment focused on the 
Cognitive dimension but 
which is not reflective of 
brain-based principles 
 
OR 
Candidate creates an 
educational plan which 
does not reflect a literate 
environment focused on the 
focused on the Cognitive 
dimension but is reflective 
of brain-based principles in 
these areas 
 

Candidate creates an 
educational plan that 
reflects a literate 
environmron
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Education plan and 
instructional strategies 
reflect a literate environ-
ment focused on the 
Knowledge Building 
dimension and draws on 
Brain-based strategies to 
enhance student learning 
 
 

environment in the 
Knowledge building 
dimension and is not 
reflective of brain-based 
principles. 

environment focused on the 
Knowledge building 
dimension but which is not 
reflective of brain-based 
principles 
 
OR 
Candidate creates an 
educational plan which 
does not reflect a literate 
environment focused on the 
focused on the Knowledge 
building dimension but is 
reflective of brain-based 
principles in these areas 
 

environment with at least 
two identified, evidence-
based practices focused on 
Knowledge building 
dimension. Candidate 
provides brain-based 
research and rationale for 
implementing a minimum 
of two identified, brain-
based principles in the 
Knowledge building 
dimension. 

environment with at least 
three identified, evidence-
based practices focused on 
Knowledge building 
dimension. Candidate 
provides brain-based 
research and rationale for 
implementing a minimum 
of three identified, brain-
based principles in the 
Knowledge building 
dimension. 

environment with at least 
three identified, evidence-
based practices focused on 
Knowledge building  
dimension. Candidate 
provides brain-based 
research and rationale for 
implementing a minimum 
of three identified, brain-
based principles in the 
Knowledge building 
dimension. 
 
Candidate provides specific 
examples relating to the 
educational plan. 
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Rubric: Discussion Board 
Total: 5 Points per Discussion Board 

 
Candidates must participate in the discussion three times to earn total number of points. Less than three contributions will automatically earn the candidate a 
score of zero. 
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Rubric: Literature Circle Reflection Journal 
Total:  12 points 

Learning Outcome: 5.2 and 5.3 Candidates will research literature circles and their role in the elementary and/or secondary classroom setting. Candidates will 
initiate literature circles with his/her students or work with students in another classroom. Candidates will select materials for the literature circles, determine 
literature circle roles, create a plan for implementation, and implement literature circles with the class. Candidates will then use the Journal feature in Blackboard 
to post their reflections of the literature circle implementation. Candidates will be scored based upon their journal reflection. There will be two reflection journals 
about Literature Circles. This is the first reflection journal that focuses on the planning and initial implementation of literature circles. The second reflection 
journal will focus more on the maintenance and sustainability of literature circles within the classroom setting.  

• The first reflection journal will include the Candidate's process of selecting the material for the students, how students responded to book selection, the 
student's motivation for participating in literature circles, and how scaffolding played a role in implementing and facilitating literature circles.  

• The second reflection journal will include the Candidate’s continuation of literature circles with the class: the focus will 
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Rubric: Instruction and Engagement Journal 
Total: 16 points 

Learning Outcome: 5.2 Provide a daily activity journal of a student’s daily physical activity for the duration of a week that evidences the type, total minutes, 
and intensity with which a student performs the physical activity and a brief synopsis of each day’s physical participation. Analyze the daily journal to consider 
changing the physical activity within the school day to reflect learned brain-based principles. Include principles and connections to performance with reading for 
each day’s analysis.  

Performance 
Level/Elements 

 
1 

Unsatisfactory 

 
2 

Developing 

 
3 

Acceptable 

 
4 

Proficient (Target) 

Physical Activity 
Log 

The journal has 0-1 entries for the 
required five days. The entry is 
either missing or has generalized 
statements about the daily physical 
activities of a student. 

The journal has 2--3 entries for the 
required five days. The entries are 
limited in their detail of the daily 


